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Grant Application Preview
This document should be used for reference purposes only. To access the online application, go to: gsffoundation.org/grantapplicationform2026

Guidelines
Thank you for your interest in partnering with the GSF Foundation in our efforts to improve the quality of life of children and families in need in the areas where GSF associates live and work. If you have any questions while filling out this application, please contact Vanessa Hugon (vhugon@goldenstatefoods.com).
Application Procedure:
Grant applications are accepted throughout the year and are reviewed first by local committees and then approved by the Board of Directors (bi-monthly). Although there are no set submission deadlines, you should check with your local contact to determine the best time to submit your application.
Required Documents:
Please have these documents available to upload.
· IRS 501(c)(3) Determination Letter
· Annual Operating Budget
· Program Budget for which you are requesting support
· Audited Financial Statements 
· For organizations that do not have Audited Financial Statements, a Statement of Activities or Profit & Loss Statement may be used.
· List of Board of Directors
· List of Top 10 Funders and level of support in the past 12 months
Evaluation Criteria:
Applications will be evaluated to determine the extent to which they meet the following:
· Applicants must be nominated by an associate who is currently employed at a Golden State Foods company.
· The proposed program is in alignment with the mission of the GSF Foundation: To improve the quality of life of children and families in need (low income/financial hardship) in the areas where associates live and work.
· The proposed program effectively addresses the identified problem or its causes and can produce an impactful and innovative solution.
· Reflects experience with the targeted community(ies) and access to the populations to be served.
· Organization has the capacity to sustain the program beyond the funding period.
· Objectives are clear, compelling, measurable, and achievable within the funding period.
· There is a realistic budget to support the proposed program demonstrating efficient use of funds.
Funding Levels:
Each local committee determines how much support to give based on their local budget. Please work with your local contact to determine an appropriate funding request.

Terms and Conditions
Grants may be used for:
· Continuation or expansion of a program
· Supplies and equipment essential to the program
· Community outreach to targeted clients
· Staff or volunteer training
· Indirect costs, but an explanation must be provided justifying the need
Grants may NOT be used for:
· Tickets/table sponsorships of fundraising events
· Individuals
· Sporting events and teams
· Academic or medical research
· Trips or travel
· Political causes, organizations, or candidates
· Festivals or parades
· Religious organizations, programs, or events
· Advertising
· Veteran or fraternal organizations
· Gifts going offshore/outside the USA
· General operating costs (reviewed on a case-by-case basis)
· More than 25% of the organization’s annual budget
· Organizations and programs that do not directly serve children and families in need
Reporting Requirements:
A grant report is required within one year of the grant award regardless of whether all funds have been spent. Failure to submit a grant report will result in ineligibility for future grant proposals.
Authorized Signature:
By signing electronically, you are certifying that you have read and accepted the Terms and Conditions. An authorized signature binds your organization to GSF Foundation’s reporting requirements and to the terms regarding use of funds and eligibility to receive such funds.
Authorized Signature *  

Associate Nomination
In addition to the terms and conditions, applicants MUST be nominated by an associate who is currently employed at Golden State Foods company.
Nominating Associate *
Location * 

Grant Award History
Have you previously been awarded a grant from the GSF Foundation? *
If yes, please list the year(s) and amount(s) awarded. 
If you have received multiple grants, please limit your response to the 3 most recent awards.

Applicant Information
Legal Name of Organization *
EIN Number *
Year Incorporated *
Mailing Address *
Organization Phone Number
Website
Executive Director
Contact Person for Application

Organization Information
Mission Statement *
Background and History *
Programs and Services Offered *
Total number of unduplicated kids served by the organization in the past year? *
Total number of unduplicated families served by the organization in the past year? *
What percentage of those served are low income? *
What is the organization's definition of low income? *

Proposed Program
Program Name *
Grant Amount Requested *
Program Budget Total *
Program Summary *
Provide a brief introduction to your proposed program. (Hint: Think of this as your elevator pitch).
Needs Statement *
What is the problem or issue that the proposed program will address? You may use objective and subjective data to backup your need statement (ie. cited statistics, demographics, survey results, client stories).
Program Narrative *
Expand on the details of your program which you highlighted in the program summary. Tell the full story of your program. This should include a project timeline that outlines all activities that are part of the project.
Program Target Population *
Please include demographics and geographic area where the program takes place. Why was this population selected?
Number of unduplicated kids to be served by this program? *
Number of unduplicated families to be served by this program? *
Program Impact and Outcomes *
Describe the impact of the program and explain how you assess program effectiveness. Include an example of information that demonstrates program impact (ex. research studies, client feedback, evaluation/survey results).
If awarded, how will funds be used? *

Financial Information
Total Annual Income *
Use the organization's most recent audited financial statements.
Total Annual Expenses *
Use the organization's most recent audited financial statement 
If expenses exceeded income, please explain the reason(s) why.
Expenditures *
Use the organization's current fiscal year budget
Total net assets, unrestricted
Excluding fixed assets such as equipment, property, and buildings.
Revenue *
Use the organization's current fiscal year budget
Diversity of Funding Sources *
Financially healthy organizations should have a diverse mix of funding sources. Complete the categories below that apply to your organization using figures from your most recent fiscal year.
	
	Amount
	% of Revenue

	Contributions
	
	

	Fundraising Events
	
	

	Corporation / Foundation
	
	

	Government
	
	

	Program Fees
	
	

	Interest Income
	
	

	Other
	
	



Additional Information
Volunteer Opportunities
Are there opportunities for GSF associates to volunteer with your organization?
Final Comments
Please use this section to add any other relevant information that was not included earlier in the application.
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